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this district. Why? Because this dis-
trict is not a majority-minority dis-
trict. It is not Hispanic, it is not black.
So I guess it is constitutional. But this
district runs all over the place. I mean,
they criticize a district in Louisiana
saying it is only so wide. They criticize
a district, the 12th Congressional Dis-
trict in North Carolina, represented by
a very able Member of Congress, Mr.
WATT. They said his district is as wide
as an interstate. How wide is this dis-
trict at certain points?

Now, let us do a comparison test. Let
us do a little beauty contest. This is
the district that was declared by the
Supreme Court in its infinite wisdom
as being unconstitutional, the 11th Dis-
trict of Georgia, which is at the top,
and there is the Sixth District of Texas
at the bottom. Now, you tell me which
district in your opinion, if you want to
talk beauty. There is a portion of this
district that is not even contiguous. As
a matter of fact, there are three or four
portions of this district that are not
contiguous. Take this portion here
which is not contiguous. This little is-
land over here to the left is not contig-
uous.

It just goes to show you you cannot
develop an appearance standard to de-
termine the constitutionality of a dis-
trict.

The last district, which is probably
the district that started this whole
term gerrymandering, is a district of
Massachusetts. A very able member of
this body, a person who works very
hard, represents the Fourth Congres-
sional District of Massachusetts. This
district is the real district because it
comes from the State that brought
about the term gerrymander as a result
of their great Governor at that time.
This district is not under challenge. It
is not a majority-minority district; it
is a majority-majority district. A very
able member of this body represents
this district, represents his constitu-
ents well, and no one asks questions
about the constitutionality of this dis-
trict. It is just suspect to me that only
districts that appear to be unconstitu-
tional are districts that are majority-
minority.

Ms. MCKINNEY. Based on shape.
Mr. FIELDS of Louisiana. Just the

other day in New York, I forgot what
congressional district, but it is rep-
resented by a very able female member
of this Congress.

Ms. MCKINNEY. Absolutely.
Mr. FIELDS of Louisiana. A Hispanic

district.
Ms. MCKINNEY. The Nation’s first

Puerto Rican American Congress-
woman.

Mr. FIELDS of Louisiana. First
Puerto Rican American Congress-
woman walking into the halls of Con-
gress, now being challenged because
her district looks a certain way, and it
is majority Hispanic.

I just thought we would take a few
minutes tonight to talk about this.
And I also wanted to tell you how
much your leadership has meant to

this body and will continue to mean to
this body. Because I certainly have no
plans of the gentlewoman leaving this
body. But it really hurts me to my
heart to know that the Supreme Court
would rule that this beautiful district,
this beautiful district, and to show you
just how beautiful this district is, this
absolute perfect beautiful district
would be declared as an unconstitu-
tional gerrymander, and this district
here goes untouched. I want you to
know that the people of Savannah and
the people of all parts of Georgia who
are under your great leadership, you
know, have nothing to be ashamed of,
and they ought to stick their chests
out and be proud of the fact that they
are members of this beautiful district.

I do not know what will happen in
the future, but people like you are the
kind of people that this country needs
to make this country really project
what it talks about on a day-to-day
basis and even tries to get other coun-
tries to talk about, and that is democ-
racy. Because now when we put a mir-
ror in front of this Congress and we see
a Congresswoman, a gentlewoman like
you, then there are people all across
America who can poke their chests out
and say I am proud to be an American
and I am proud to be in America be-
cause our Congress, our House of Rep-
resentatives, is inclusive and not exclu-
sive.

On a closing note, while people talk
about the number of minority Members
who are now Members of Congress and
they talk about this uproar and this in-
crease in numbers, there are only 40
black Members in the whole U.S. Con-
gress, not the House of Representa-
tives, mind you, but in the entire U.S.
Congress. That is the House and the
Senate.

Ms. MCKINNEY. There are 535 Mem-
bers.

Mr. FIELDS of Louisiana. There are
535 House and Senate Members, and of
the 535 House and Senate Members,
there are only 40 blacks. For anyone to
even opine the thought that these
Members are here because they were
guaranteed some safety or were guar-
anteed seats, is absolutely wrong. The
only thing they were guaranteed was
an opportunity, and that was an oppor-
tunity to be able to plead their case be-
fore voters in the most diverse districts
in the whole United States of America.
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And it really frightens me today that
this court would find the most diverse
district in the country as a district
that may be unconstitutional, and it
really falls square. I mean, it just falls
square on the shoulders and slaps the
Voting Rights Act in its face, and it
also slaps those people who have
worked so hard, those people who have
worked so hard to fight for the passage
of the Voting Rights Act, people like
Martin Luther King, people like
Thurgood Marshall and people like
President Kennedy, I mean, people who

just gave it all to make sure that this
Congress would reflect this country.

And I want to thank the gentle-
woman for her willingness to come
here tonight after being up for 2 nights
in row and standing on the floor of this
House and talking about a significant
issue like reapportionment.

Ms. MCKINNEY. I commend the gen-
tleman for his leadership on this very
important issue, and I would also just
like to commend you for being able to
prevail in such a dark period of uncer-
tainty when I know all of the clouds of
doubt and sometimes a little bit of dis-
appointment were trying to rain on
your parade, but you were able to keep
your head up high, maintain your dig-
nity and continue to function, lead in
this body. I appreciate your leadership.
I appreciate your leadership on this
issue, and I certainly appreciate the
enduring friendship that we will have
as a result of our time here together.

Mr. FIELDS of Louisiana. I thank
the gentlewoman.

f

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. YATES (at the request of Mr. GEP-
HARDT), for today after 8 p.m., on ac-
count of illness.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following members (at the re-
quest of Ms. JACKSON-LEE) to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material:)

Mr. TOWNS, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. WISE, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA, for 5 minutes,

today.
Mr. HINCHEY, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. SANDERS, for 5 minutes, today.
Mrs. MINK, of Hawaii, for 5 minutes,

today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania) to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:)

Mrs. SEASTRAND, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania, for 5 min-
utes, today.

f

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

By unanimous consent, permission to
revise and extend remarks was granted
to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania) and
to include extraneous matter:)

Mr. MOORHEAD, in two instances.
Mr. FORBES.
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey.
Mr. COX.
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